
 

At the close of the semester stu-
dents continued to earn outstanding 
honor roll goals, high attendance 
awards and punctuality to school.  
Parent and teacher conferences for 
students who are having some diffi-
culties in academic classes are im-
portant at this time of the year.  We 
need to ensure progress is achieved.  
In March, the end of the third quar-
ter, we will have early release days 
to offer afternoon and evening Par-
ent and Teacher Conferences for all 
parents on a scheduled basis. 

 

The Governing Board has approved 
a lottery process for all new students 
of Arizona Ball Charter Schools for 
2010-2011 (except siblings of cur-
rent students and children of current 
staff and Board members).  This pol-
icy change is consistent with state 
law and federal equity requirements 
for utilizing Federal program dollars 
and requirements of federal grant 
applications. 

 

It is essential  that students re-
enrolling for next school year- 2010-
2011 at Dobson Academy return 
their enrollment form no later than 
February 12 to ensure their spot 
and avoid being entered in the lot-
tery ! 

 

Recently, I used the web-site and 
SnapGrades to send an e-mail alert 
to parents regarding a problem that 
was being addressed administra-
tively.  A newspaper article and 

some press coverage of one of our 
employees who was alleged to 
have stolen money from the school 
came out that day.  That employee 
no longer works for the school. I am 
pleased to report that our safe-
guards and procedures helped 
identify the problem and the authori-
ties took action from that point on. I 
am glad to report that our operating 
budget is strong and that the school 
is in solid financial shape. Thank 
you for your continued support! 

 

Thank you to our parents and staff 
who participated in the 2009 AZ 
State Tax Credit Program for Dob-
son Academy. The total proceeds 
were $32,000. This amount is very 
important because the funds sup-
port items like transportation for 
field trips, Character Education, sci-
ence laboratory materials and extra-
curricular activities. The beauty of 
the program is that your contribution 
is a direct credit on your state taxes 
as well as a qualified deduction on 
federal taxes. Thanks again for tak-
ing advantage of this great way to 
support your school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Principalõs Message  Dr. George Ellis  

February 1, 2010  
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òWhere Children Are the 

Priorityó 

Calendar Highlights  

J 02/01   Re-enrollment / Sibling

 Enrollment Starts  

J 02/04  Dolphins Booster Club 

 Meeting 5:30pm Rm 20 

J 02/04  P.T.O. Meeting  

 MPR 6:30pm 

J 02/05  Pennies for Patients Ends 

J 02/05  Jr. High Valentineôs  

 Dance MPR 

J 02/08  Board Meeting 6:00 pm 

J 02/10  Progress Reports Go Home 

J 02/10  Early Release 12:30pm 

J 02/10  Art Fair 5:30-7:30pm 

J 02/11  March Lunch Order  

 Goes Home  

J 02/15  Presidents Dayð 

 No School 

J 02/16 Open Enrollment 

J 02/17  Coffee w/Principal 8:45am 

J 02/17  McDonalds Family 

 Dinner Night 6-8pm 

J 02/18 March Lunch  

 Order Due 

J 02/24-03/10 Fiesta Fundraiser 

ñBest of the Bestò Dolphins 

Booster Club Sponsored 

J 02/24  Flagpole Assembly 

J 02/24  Jr. High Basketball & 

 Cheer Potluck Banquet 

J 02/25  D.A.R.E. Graduation 
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Cafeteria                                                                        Sheryl Cajas, Lunch Program Coordinator  

My name is Sheryl Cajas and I am the new Lunch Program Coordinator at Dobson Academy. I began as a server 

with the lunch program during the 2008 -2009 school year and enjoyed working in that capacity from day one. I 

have had the opportunity to train with Kathy Kerwin and although I have plenty to learn, I am looking forward to 

this new challenge and to working so closely with the families at Dobson Academy.  

 

Every winter, we welcome the New Year with resolutions big and small. One healthy resolution is to eat fewer 

processed foods. While time is a precious commodity, so is the nutritional well being of our children. Many of the 

recipes prepared by the school caterer, Catering 4 Kids, are made from scratch and cooked with care using ingre-

dients that meet the nutritional standards outlined by the National School Lunch Program.  

 

Please remember that all students wishing to reserve meals must fill out the monthly lunch calendar indicating 

their choices. This also applies to children who participate in the free and reduced lunch program. Since the meals 

are prepared off site and are then delivered to Dobson Academy, accurate meal counts will ensure that your child 

is served a nutritious lunch.  

 

MYTH OR FACT : 

Vitamins will provide children who have poor appetites extra energy.  

ANSWER:  

Vitamins cannot supply extra energy since they do not contain calories. Unless a child has a specific vitamin defi-

ciency, their energy level will not change by taking vitamin supplements.  

Health & Wellness        Kelly Veerkamp, Health Office Assistant  

Cold and Flu season is still upon us and the proper precautions must be taken to reduce the spread 
of illness. Remind your child to cover their mouth when they cough or sneeze, and to wash their 
hands throughout the school day. Keep your child home if he/she has a fever of 100 degrees or 
higher, persistent cough, sore throat with white spots, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea or earache. 

 
Re-enrollment time is just around the corner and immunizations must be up to date. Please inquire 
with your Doctor or Pediatrician to make sure that your child has all needed vaccinations as they may change from 
ÙÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÙÅÁÒȢ )Æ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÓ Á ÖÁÃÃÉÎÅ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ $ÏÃÔÏÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ Á ÃÏÐÙ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ 
to update our records. Attached to this newsletter is a copy of the 2010-2011 Arizona School Immunization Require-
ments. 

 
If your child needs medication on a daily or as needed basis, please remember to stop by the Health Office and fill 
out a Medication Consent Form. This is a requirement for all students needing to take any type of medication dur-
ing the school day. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to stop by or call the Health Office anytime.   

 
Wish List: Socks (all sizes) 
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Dolphins Booster Club News       Jamie Bradley, Secretary  

The Dolphins Booster Club will be operating concessions at the Art Fair on 

February 10 from 5:30-7:30pm.  Pizza, hotdogs, nachos, water and so much 

more will be sold during the evening.  Please come to our schoolôs Art Fair and 

help celebrate Dobson Academyôs young artists!  

 

The Dolphins Booster Clubôs next meeting is Thursday, February 4 at 5:30pm 

in Room 20 in the C building. We hope to see you there! 

 

Save the DateðTuesday, March 2 Family Math & Dinner Night 6:00-8:00pm.  No need to 

rush home to feed the kids...Pizza, hotdogs, nachos, soda and water will be sold so your family 

can have more time for fun math activities and games. 

DOLPHINS FIESTA FUNDRAISER   

Please support our Fiesta Foods Sale! 

 

7Å ÁÒÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱ"ÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÅÓÔȱ !ÒÉÚÏÎÁ 'ÏÌÄ #ÏÏËÉÅ $ÏÕÇÈ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅȦ  )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ 
to cookie dough, you will be able to purchase pumpkin rolls, cheesecakes, churros and 
much more in time for the spring holidays!  These items keep in the freezer for six 
months, so stock up for spring and summer fun!  The chocolaty popcorn is perfect for 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÍÏÖÉÅ ÎÉÇÈÔȟ ËÉÄÓȭ ÓÌÅÅÐÏÖÅÒ ÏÒ ÓÎÁÃË ÔÉÍÅȢ  &ÏÒ Á ÑÕÉÃË ÂÉÔÅ ÔÏ ÅÁÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÇÒÁÂ Á 
pizza, a chicken quesadilla or a pretzelȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÐÁÓÓ ÙÏÕ ÂÙȟ 
ÐÌÁÃÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÏÒÄÅÒÓ ÎÏ× ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÕÒ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÁÔÈÌÅÔÉÃ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȦ 

 

Did you know that cuts in state funding have made it necessary for parental and commu-
nity support to keep athletics at Dobson Academy?  Tax dollars will be kept in the class-
rooms, but we need your support to continue athletics at the school.  The Dolphins 
"ÏÏÓÔÅÒ #ÌÕÂ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÓ $ÏÂÓÏÎ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙȭÓ ÁÔÈÌÅÔÉÃÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÆÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇȟ ÇÁÍÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÓȤ
sions and more.  Please know that any fundraising we do will free up school dollars to be 
used elsewhere such as for field trips and other activities.      

Sale Begins  é  Wednesday, February 24th  

Orders Due  ...  Wednesday, March 10th  

Delivery Day é Tuesday, March 30th  



 

A.L.I.V.E.        Denise Cusimano, Volunteer Program Manager  
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Meeting the Challenge of 
Family Involvement in the  

Middle Grades 

 
Parents and students agree that ado-
lescence is a challenging time for their 
relationships with each other.  At this 
stage in a studentôs life there are 
overlapping areas of influenceð
pushes and pulls from family, school, 
community, and peers.  They con-
stantly feel competing demands for how and with whom they 
should invest their time; how to improve their social status; 
how to assess themselves.  Yet, in the midst of all this 
change, young people need stability and people who they 
can rely on.  It is the adults in their families and schools, act-
ing in partnership, who must fill these critical needs. 

 

Challenges can become opportunities for family involvement.  
Students face many new challenges when they enter the 
middle grades.  They must cope with more demanding aca-
demics, a variety of teachers, more after-school choices, and 
more responsibility for their behavior.  But these challenges 
also offer opportunities to build positive relationships and 
interactions.  Dobson Academy helps by creating more of a 
family-like and caring atmosphere for students and parents, 
and by maintaining two-way communication with our families. 

 

Strong relationships provide the core of family and commu-
nity involvement.  Students in the middle grades place a high 
value on relationships.  By creating a warm, caring environ-
ment in which students feel secure, we are a place where 
their relationship with their parents and the community can 
grow and strengthen.  Our volunteer program nurtures the 
relationship between Dobson Academy and parents by creat-
ing an atmosphere where parents feel comfortable, wel-
comed, and valued.    

 

In the middle school grades, students crave responsibility and 
decision-making  authority, yet adults often feel that young 
people need guidance in order to make good decisions.  By 
sharing responsibility for decisions, everyone becomes ac-
tively involved.  Adults learn how and when to provide stu-
dents with more independence and control, and students 
come to understand the parameters for decision-making and 
the reasons for particular decisions. 

 

Dobson Academy facilitates shared decision making among 
all school stakeholders, including parents, teachers, adminis-
trators, staff and students for the purpose of increasing stu-
dentsô achievement and parent satisfaction.  We involve par-
ents in student-led conferences about their academic progress 
and actively engage studentsô families in decisions concerning 
curriculum, uniforms, and school policies and procedures.  We 
have parents serving on school committees, such as the 
Leadership Team and the Uniform Committee.  Dobson and 
Hearn parents also serve on our Governing Board.   

 

Families need to know what students are learning.  State stan-
dards drive curriculum and accountability is so important, par-
ents of middle school students need to know what their chil-
dren are expected to learn and at what levels of proficiency.   

 

Dobson Academy shares this information with parents by pro-
viding grade level exit goals, progress reports, report cards 
and SnapGrades (grades in a snap) too.  Agenda books are 
provided for each student so that there is daily communication 
between parents and teachers.  The Parent/Student Hand-
book lists our basic ingredients for success at our school.      

 

Strong school-family partnerships can go a long way in help-
ing teenagers meet challenging academic standards while 
developing important personal and social skills.  With consis-
tency, communication, and attention to relationships, these 
partnerships can help students positively connect with both 
adults and peers.         

 

Active Learning Ignited 

through  Volunteer Enrich-

SCIENCE FAIR JUDGES NEEDED  
 

Calling all Volunteers!!  The Science Fair Committee needs  YOU, to be a Judge!    

 

The Science Fair will take place on Monday, April 26th and your time commitment is from 8:30amð
3:00/4:00pm. No Experience Necessary!  We will provide the guidelines and training for the judges. Lunch 
will also be provided for you.  

 

Thank you in advance for helping to make the Science Fair a success. Please know that your help is greatly 
needed and very much appreciated! 



 

SAVE THE DATE ñMCDONALDõS FAMILY DINNER NIGHT 

Wednesday, February 17th from  

6:00pm - 8:00pm  is  

McDonaldõs Family Dinner Night! 

 

Bring your family and friends!   

Join Dobson Academy Staff for dinner!  

 

A percentage of sales on orders placed inside only  will be  

returned to the school!  
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Valentineõs Dance for 7th and 8th graders is coming soon! 

 

     When: Friday, February 5th  

     Where: MPR  

     Time 6:00 -8:00pm  

     Cost: $12.00 per student  

 

Only 7th & 8th grade current Dobson Academy students will be allowed to participate.  

Jr, High Whatõs Up?                                 Danielle Cohen, Jr. High Math  

The 8
th 

Grade Students Promotion Picture Day is Wednesday, March 24
th
 at 

8:45am.  All students will take an individual picture and a Class of 2010 Picture.  
Envelopes will be going home shortly sometime in mid February.  If you would like 
to purchase a ñClass of 2010ò group picture, please return the envelope that will be 
coming home soon with $12 no later than March 24

th
.  NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE 

MADE!    Individual pictures will be sent home for pre-approval before purchasing.  
All students will receive a free folio picture that will be included with their Promotion 
Certificate.      



 

Classroom Teacher Winner Runner-up 

Ms. Newburgh Rachel Umlah Melanie Gocke 

Mrs. Tripoli Valeria Arriola Zakary Bramwell 

Ms. Layeux Nicholas Matthews Daniel Gilbert 

Mrs. Orsino Reid Mills Noah Newburgh 

Mr. Hodges Santhosh Narayanan Angela Lawrence 

Mr. Smith Alex Bauman C.J.Holton 

Mrs. Mahoney Jimmy Tsai Leah Soto 

Mrs. Bradley Kylie VanArsdale Kristen Rowland 

Miss Getz Benjamin Ladick Patricia Devane 

  

 Winners: 

 7th grade ï  William Hietter (Ms. Nester) 

 7th grade ï  Josh Wilson (Mr. Stark) 

 8th grade ï  Dana Awwad (Ms. Cohen) 

 8th grade -   Maddy Williamson (Ms. Cohen) 

  

 Runners - Up: 

 7th grade ï 1st - Peyton Stolarski (Mr. Stark) 

 7th grade ï 2nd -Alyssa Minor (Mr. Stark) 

 8th grade ï 1st - Adrianna Mammen (Mr. Ryan) 

 8th grade ï 2nd - Alexena Radway (Mr. Ryan) 

Congratulations to the winners 

and runners-up of the classroom 

Spelling Bee competition held 

in November & December. 

 

 
 

How do you spell the School-

wide Spelling Bee champion? 

S-a-n-t-h-o-s-h  

N-a-r-a-y-a-n-a-n 

 
 

Santhosh and Reid Mills  bat-

tled with determination at the 

end, with Santhosh spelling  

palatable and analogize 

to win. 

 

 

Santhosh will compete in the 

Regional Spelling Bee Feb. 

19th @ 12:00 noon at the 

Tempe Regional Offices at   

Rural and Southern. 
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DYNAMIC DOLPHIN WINNERS            Dec. 09 & Jan. 10  

Student Names   Teacher    Student Names   Teacher  

Emily Smith   Hopkins    Andrew Perez   Reese 

Arik Ostlund   Miyagawa   Alexis Holton   Chirello 

Matthew Bjornholt   Hodges    Jacob Gibbons   Walker 

Jordan Kennedy   Williams    Izabella Pease   Russell 

Teagan Williams   Chirello    Jordan West   Russell 

Zane Jacobs   Layeux    Yesenia Biarco   Hodges 

Mandie Rayl   Williams    Mason Hammel   Hodges 

Major Revoir   Newburgh   Alex Grolle   Chirello 

Kendrick Sears   Russell    Casey Spencer   Smith 

Jeremiah Varghese   Miyagawa   Kailey Ulibarri   Hodges 

Cassidy Bright   Chirello    Abigail Margrave   Eggemeyer 

Kate Thielen   Russell    Adrienne Noyes   Hodges 

Dominic Sobieski   Williams    Savannah Smith-Foster  Doss 

Cass Colahan   Layeux    Khushi Solanky   Eggemeyer 

Magdalena Cassian-Rodriguez Layeux    James Jessie   Russell 

Aidan Frank   Walker    Astha Rohit   Doss 

Sadie Harris   Smith    Hunter Keck   Russell 

Michael Johnson   Reese    Michelle Koshaba   Walker 

Ray Madsen   Chirello    Joshua Bayfield   Layeux 

Victoria Bryant   Hodges    Quinton Carpenter   Williams 

Jason Soldatenkov   Hodges    Aidan Moeser   Hopkins 

Dason Brooks   Doss    Kaitlyn Cork   Reese 

Jonathan Gomez   Belknap    Nicholas Rulffes   Samaniego 

Anna Elliott   DeVar    Emily Smith   Hopkins 

Alexis Dallacroce   Newburgh   Samantha Maurer   Chirello 

John Wilcutt   DeVar    Isaiah Tomas   Walker 

Nicholas Matthews   Layeux    Danielle Bailey   Orsino 

Teagan Williams   Chirello    Katie Valencia   Samaniego 

Maddy Adamow   Orsino    Siena Barone   Chirello 

Abby Lopez   Walker    Isabella Hutchins   Belknap 

Michael Laflen   Russell    Zachary Archibald   Russell 

Jillian Allor   Smith    Evan Madison   Walker 

Maddisyn Van Horn  DeVar    Aiden Ausdemore   Williams 

Alex Grant   DeVar    Katie Solliday   Orsino 

Jake Paniagua   Reese    Donovan Marchena   Samaniego 

Becky Chizmeshya   Hopkins    Crystal Thomas   Smith 

Danise Rees   DeVar    Marisa Bennett   Smith 

Teegan Rivers   Reese    Micah Lawrence   Hopkins 

Allison Mahoney   Layeux    Jonathan Valdez   Walker 

Holly Hoogstra   DeVar    Caleb Richards   Doss 

DeCarlos Brooks   Hopkins    Daniel Gilbert   Layeux 

Natalia Revoir   Miyagawa   Julianna Mendez   Doss 

Macky Noonan   Smith    DeVada Foster   Eggemeyer 

Jack Keck   Williams    Tasani Casoose   Russell 

Beth Richards   Hodges    Abi Sukumaran   Hopkins 

Josiah Norris   Samaniego   Eddie Llona   Eggemeyer 

Celeste Llona   Layeux    Terrie Pointer   Hodges 

Camden Payne   DeVar    Trenton OôConnor   Walker 

Mackenzie Erting   Hopkins 



 

PTO is looking for volunteers!    We are looking for parents who want to make a difference in our 
school.   No experience required!  Did you know PTO raised funds for the shade structures on play-
ground and for the sidewalk along north side of parking lot?  Did you know that PTO funds the stu-
dent agenda books every year?  Did you know that PTO contributes to the DARE  graduation, Sci-
ence Fair, Kindergarten and 8th grade Promotion ceremonies?    

 

Do you have new ideas for the PTO?   Are there things you would like to see at the school that we 
donôt have?   Bring your ideas to the PTO and letôs make things happen!   We welcome and encour-
age your future participation. PTO meetings are held on the first Thursday of the month.   Child Care 
is always provided.    If you have any questions please contact Beth Morgan jlmeakm@cox.net. 
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   Dobson Academy  
 

        Parent & Teacher Organization     February  2010  

Upcoming Events: February 4 

           PTO Meeting    
        Multi -Purpose Room 

         6:30pm ï 7:30pm  

       Childcare is provided. 

Science Fair Committee           Submitted by Jaime Getz  

The Tenth Annual Science Fair is coming to 

Dobson Academy.  Students and teachers are 

brainstorming ways to present the scientific 

method.  Students in kindergarten through 

third grade are learning the scientific method 

in class by doing some great hands on experi-

ments.  Students in fourth through eighth 

grade are reviewing the scientific method and 

working on ideas that will turn into projects.  

Science develops the natural curiosity in chil-

dren and we, as a staff, try to help promote it.  

The Science Fair is Monday, April 26 from 5:00 

ð 7:00 p.m. in the Multi -Purpose Room for 

grades fourth through eighth.  Students in kin-

dergarten through third grade will have dis-

plays in their classrooms.  If you have any 

questions, please contact your childõs teacher 

or someone on the Science Fair committee 

(Jaime Getz or Elaine Nester).  We will see 

you at the Fair!  

 

*Please note that due to the Science Fair, the 

MPR will be closed on Monday, April 26 and 

all students will be eating a picnic -style lunch 

outside that day.  School 

lunch will be served.  If 

you did not pre -purchase a 

school lunch, please pack 

your child a sack lunch to 

eat outside.  

Box Tops Contest extended until February 26!  

The winning class will get an ice cream treat the week of March 1st.   

So far we have already collected $125 in Box Tops!  Thank you! 

mailto:jlmeakm@cox.net
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Student Council News        Miss Getz & Ms. Layeux, Advisors  

Thank you to all who gave so generously to the Salvation Army ñForgotten Angelò Toy Drive.  Please 
know that because of your generosity there were many children who had a very merry Christmas 
and most importantly not forgotten. 

 

One Little Penny...One Big Difference!  The Leukemia & Lymphoma Societyôs Pennies for Patients 
ends on Friday, February 5th.  Thank you for your support to patients services programs and vital 
research to find a cure for blood-related cancers. 

 

REMEMBER: Student Council store is open every morning before school.  Items 
range from $0.25 to $1.50. 

THE LIBRARY NEEDS YOU ! 

 

Thanks to our parent volunteers we are able to keep our library open 

and running smoothly all day for students and staff. Unfortunately, when no volunteers are 

available we are forced to close the library. To keep library services available for all stu-

dents we are currently seeking volunteers for:  

 

One TUESDAY morning per month from 8:30am to 12:00pm  

THURSDAY afternoons from 12:00pm to 3:00pm  

SUBSTITUTES to call on as needed.  

 

If you are interested in reading to students, checking out books and other library tasks, this jobõs for 

you!  Please call  Grace Shearer (480) 855 -6325 ext: 218 or Denise Cusimano at ext: 302  

Library Pages       Grace Shearer, Library Coordinator  

2009-2010 Yearbooks are now $19!    
ˁChecks must be made payable to Dobson Academy. 

   ˁ  Limited copies are available and will sell out fast! 

ˁDonõt miss out! 

Yearbook 

Info 



 

Please patronize our advertisers!  

Dolphins Booster Club Market PlaceDolphins Booster Club Market Place   

For just $100 your business will be included in the Dolphins For just $100 your business will be included in the Dolphins 

Monthly Newsletter and on the Dobson Academy website.Monthly Newsletter and on the Dobson Academy website.  

For more information, please contact Denise Cusimano at 480For more information, please contact Denise Cusimano at 480--

855855--6325 x302 or by e6325 x302 or by e--mail; dcusimano@dobsonacademy.org mail; dcusimano@dobsonacademy.org 

on how you can advertise with our school and give your busi-on how you can advertise with our school and give your busi-

ness the opportunity to potentially reach over 2,000 people and ness the opportunity to potentially reach over 2,000 people and 

support the Dolphins Booster Club!support the Dolphins Booster Club!  

  

  

    

Dyer & Ferris, LLC  

Charles M. Dyer 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

 

5th Avenue Professional Office 

3411 N. 5th Avenue, Suite 300 

Phoenix, Arizona 85013-3811 

 
Telephone (602) 254-6008 * Fax (602) 257-4276 

E-mail: cmdyer@dyerferris.com Web: http://www.dyerferris.com/ 

mailto:cmdyer@dyerferris.com
http://www.dyerferris.com/

